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rocks of the moraine. As we moved Inland the serpents fell into deep crevasses in the ice, and then crept out again.
Finally, by pulling the valve-cord and letting out gas we brought the airship down near to the surface of the glacier. At the right moment the ripping knife was run into the sides of the huge envelope overhead, the gas rushed out, with a sigh the America gave up her life-breath, and settled down upon the ice. The descent was made so gently that our clockwork registering instruments ran right along as if nothing had happened. As we stepped out of the car the cloth of the balloon lay in a great heap alongside, and we saw that the America lay across two crevasses. And there, still attached to the ship, were the two serpents, virtually uninjured after their rough experience.
In a few hours the Express and the Frithj of overtook us. Their crews came up to help us, roped together Alpine-fashion as they made their way across the treacherous crevasses. A force of workmen were brought from camp, and in three days we had all the valuable part of the airship back at our headquarters, after a most remarkable adventure.
At the moment we felt bitter because we had not been able to continue our voyage northward toward the Pole; but afterward, noting that the